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Amicable Sunday School 
amicablechurchss@gmail.com 

We offer Sunday School for 
Preschoolers – 12th grade 

We offer Child Care for  

Babies – Toddlers 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

RHODE ISLAND CONFERENCE 

 

Extended Coffee Hour and Annual Meeting  
 January 27th 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Rev. Sterrett Away/Guest Preacher 
 

 

Rev. Sterrett Away/Guest Preacher 

Rev. Sterrett will be on vacation from Monday, December 31, though 

Monday, January 7. Rev. Dr. Leslie Simonson will be leading worship on 

Sunday, January 6. In case of a pastoral emergency, please contact the 

church office (401-624-4611) or Jean Galipeau (401-624-8540). 

 

 

 

  Following worship on Sunday, January 27, all are welcome 
to an extended coffee hour which will be held prior to the Annual 
Meeting. 
     At the business meeting following the coffee, members will vote in 
Church Officers for 2019 and discuss Church Council and Committee 
updates and needs.  We hope everyone will make an effort to be in 
attendance. 

 

 

 

 

 
Stewardship Campaign 

 

     Hello friends: Just a friendly reminder to those who have not yet made 
their pledges to the 2019 Church Budget: PLEASE: let us know what you 
plan to pledge soon! We are almost to our goals. We need your help to get 
there. If you have misplaced a pledge sheet and wish another, please contact 
me at 401-624-7367 and I’ll mail you one or simply contact the church 
Treasurer, Roger Gauthier and let him know your intentions.  You do not 
need to pledge to be eligible for free offering envelopes from the church. If 
you would like to have a set, just ask Roger. He may even be able to give you 
a set with your lucky number on it. 
     Thank you,  Charles Simonson, Stewardship Team 

Pledge Forms and Offering Envelopes for 2019 
     Pledge forms for 2019 are still available in the Chapel for those that need 
them.  Offering Envelopes for 2019 are available as well.  If you have any 
questions about Pledging or would like Offering Envelopes please speak 
with the Treasurer, Roger Gauthier, or call the church office. 
 

 
ANNUAL MEETING 

January 27 
 
 

FEBRUARY FRIENDLY 
MESSENGER Material Deadline 

January 22 
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United Church of Christ 
http://www.ricucc.org 

 

 

JJooiinn  aa  MMiinniissttrryy--  

SShhaarree  YYoouurr  GGiiffttss  

  LOVE TO SING?  
That is all that is required to join 

the Amicable Choir! You need not 

be an accomplished singer, nor 

do you need to have any choir 

experience. We meet once a 

week for one hour on 

Wednesdays at 6:30 PM.  We 

sing typically twice a month in 

the service. Come, give it a try! 

 

Quilters - Knitters 

 

  Wednesdays, 9:00 – 11:00 

September thru June.  This is a 

great opportunity to enjoy two 

hours of relaxed companionship 

with other women who have 

similar interests.  No experience 

is required. You may attend 

these sessions and learn. Those 

who do other hand crafts are also 

welcome.  

Prayer Shawls  ~    
 

“A Warm Hug” 
       

 
 

  The shawls are knit or 

crocheted for those in our church 

or community who are going 

through challenging times, for 

our confirmands, and for babies 

who are baptized.  

  Shawls can be worked on at 

home or on Wednesday mornings 

during the knitting and quilting 

time.  Yarn, patterns and needles 

are available at the church.  We 

also use fleece prayer shawls for 

young children, if you do not knit 

or crochet.   

For more information, please call 

Barbara Holmes 401-624-2221. 

 

Pastoral Letter 

For surely, I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your 

welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope. - Jeremiah 29:11 

For many years now, in this space in our monthly newsletter, I have shared 

with you my thoughts about God and the world, about Amicable Church 

and what it means to me. There have been certain times, when I shared this 

space with our confirmands, who wrote about what Amicable Church meant 

to them. This past October I was deeply moved by those who shared their 

testimonials about what Amicable Church means to them. Two of the three 

presenters had written out their thoughts. Many, who were in attendance in 

those worship services, asked if their testimonials could be put in the 

newsletter.  

So, as we look forward to the new year, trusting in God to “give [us] a 

future with hope”, instead of me writing about the coming year and the 

hope I perceive on the horizon, here are two testimonials that reflect a bit on 

Amicable’s past, which is what steadies and guides us into “a future with 

hope”: 

George Papineau wrote: 

I came to Tiverton in 1979 with my family. My wife was looking for a 

Sunday School for our two daughters. She tried a few churches and we 

settled on Amicable. Like so many, Sunday School was what we were 

looking for. After a meeting with Rev. Joe Runner, we decided on 

Amicable. 

My wife was much more active in church, than I was, and the kids 

enjoyed, for the most part, their time in Sunday School activities. Then, 

sadly, my marriage ended in divorce. Hard times for us all. Yet, the 

beginning of my journey here at Amicable was about to begin. 

Right after my divorce I left the church one Sunday morning in the 

middle of worship and Dot Vibberts went outside to bring me back. She 

said, “Please come back. I’m afraid, if you leave, you won’t return.” I took 

her advice and never regretted it. I needed a purpose, a place to be accepted, 

to grow in my understanding of my relationship with God and how to put 

my faith into action. The openness and support I got has allowed me to 

grow in my faith and put my past behind me. 

Thanks to Dot Vibberts’ guidance early on, I served as a Deacon for 1 ½ 

terms. Amicable also introduced me to Rose and Jim Probasco, who 

encouraged me to work with the youth, which I did for about four years. In 

addition to these two “offices” I have held different positions in the church 

through the years. 

Bill has helped me more than I could tell you in this short presentation. 

From helping me write school papers to get my GED to being with me 

through my journey. I’m grateful and humbled that he’s so supportive. He 

has helped my family in the loss of loved ones and Bill is loved by all the 

Papineaus. 

Many things make Amicable special, but my favorite is the Christmas 
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Hospitality  

 
Greeters 

  We seek to be as welcoming as 

Jesus was at the wedding feast 

at Cana and as our name 

suggests. Please consider serving 

as a Sunday greeter. The sign-up 

sheets can be found on the long 

table at the back of the 

sanctuary. Please let Kristen 

Zeiser know if you need or have 

misplaced your name badge. 

She’ll be happy to make you a 

new one. 

 

 

Coffee Hour… 

  …offers the chance for 

members, friends, and visitors to 

get to know one another better, 

share   concerns and catch up on 

the latest news. Volunteers are 

always needed to help host each 

week throughout the year.  

Coffee, juice and snacks are 

already available in the Upper 

Hall Kitchenette.  Please sign up 

on the calendar or sign up sheet 

in the Upper Hall. 

 

 

Word Ministry ~  
 

 
 

Lay Reader        

  Volunteers are needed to serve 

as Lay Readers. A sign-up sheet 

is in the rear of the Sanctuary. 

speak with any Deacon or 

contact Jean Galipeau at 
jeanpeau@cox.net or 401-624-8540. 

 

 

 

Eve Service. The church is just perfect. To see families, old friends, and 

youth group kids all grown up warms my heart. They are all great people 

and I think Amicable had something to do with that. 

Bible Study and the sermons on Sunday help me on my journey. The 

Bible stories we hear give me guidance, lights the way to a more secure 

feeling about who I am and where I belong. Trying to make sense of my 

world, the Bible stories give me direction. 

Amicable stands up for social justice by setting examples, as with its 

commitment to the gay community. It’s not just popular, it’s the right thing 

to do. Paul teaches we are to love each other first, above everything else. 

There is much more to our church than my story. We all have our own 

journey. Together we make Amicable our own. 

Pat Campion wrote: 

When thinking of what to say when I was asked to speak about why I 

support Amicable, my first thought was a phrase that was popular from the 

Mickey Mouse Club House, when I first started coming here close to 60 

years ago. “Why? Because we like you.”  

The support that Amicable has shown me and my family throughout the 

years has built a solid foundation for us to go out into the world. I am not 

sure how I first started coming to Amicable, but I suspect it was the Bergs 

(my family’s neighbors) who prompted my mother to bring all of us kids. 

My parents never came to church when we were young but confidently 

dropped us at the front door. We sat in the front row and were always made 

to feel very welcome. Mrs. Manchester, the Sunday School Superintendent 

at the time, lovingly watched over us. From a family with next to nothing, 

we took great pleasure in her stylish clothes, fox head stole and artificial 

grapes on her hat. The words of encouragement we received from her 

helped us build confidence. Mrs. Manchester wrote me a note many years 

later, after I had done a speech at church, telling me how proud she was of 

me. There are no words to say how much I was touched. Even after 53 years 

I can remember Carl Garey writing me a note telling me how well I did with 

my confirmation speech, even though I am sure it was terrible. 

Time went on and there was no question that Amicable was where I 

wanted my children to be raised. As more time passed, I had the blessing of 

my four grandchildren coming to Amicable with me. There may have been 

times where some people’s patience wore thin (like maybe when someone 

crawled up the middle of the pews during service and he wasn’t a baby) but 

never were they made to feel unwelcome (well, maybe once or twice). 

Vaughn worked with Robert to find his voice which has brought him many 

opportunities. Much like the memorable note I received as a child, Sue Cory 

wrote Robert a note thanking him for singing. He independently said: “I’ve 

got to thank her.” I have no doubt he will look back on the note with the 

same fondness. Barbara Holmes has always made a point to talk to Connor 

even on his most difficult days. Connor has outgrown that stage (for the 

most part) and now looks forward to Sunday School. I’m sure that is 

because someone showed him that they cared. Ryan and Grace have always 

felt Amicable’s support. 
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New Bedford Salvation Army 

Soup Kitchen      

             

 
 

 

Please contact Pat Campion  - 

pjcamp53@aol.com for details or to 

volunteer. 

 

 

 

 

 

             Food Pantry 

  
East Bay Community Action 
1048 Stafford Rd, Tiverton, RI 

(401) 625-5123 

 
 
 
 

Church Membership    
                           

 

 

 

If you are interested in becoming a 

member of Amicable Church, 

please contact Rev. Bill Sterrett – 

401- 787-8828 or the Church 

Office 401- 624-4611. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There have been many trying times in my life, whether it has been 

family turmoil or financial ruin after our business caught fire, but they were 

made so much easier with Amicable’s support. In the midst of a chaotic 

period in my life someone once asked how I can stay so calm. I confidently 

answered: “Because I go to church.” Life has smoothed out for me in 

relative terms, although it may not look that way from an outside 

perspective. However, it is still a great comfort to be able to face those 

challenges with support from friendships that Amicable has helped to build. 

Virginia, Chris, Martha, and I have always been able to turn to each other 

during all of life’s ups and downs. 

The support I give Amicable, whether it is through Sunday School, 

Mission work, Committee work, or volunteering at events is minuscule 

compared to the support I have received. 

I thank George and Pat for taking the time to write about and share how 

Amicable Church has touched their lives. It is my hope that their words 

have encouraged you to reflect on what role Amicable Church has played in 

your life and that their word causes you to make a special effort to take part 

in the up-coming ministries of Amicable Church. For God, indeed, has 

plans for us, plans for our welfare, plans for a future with hope. Those plans 

most often become realized in our lives in and through our shared giving of 

self to the church community. 

Happy New Year and Blessings! 

Yours in Christ,  

 

 

Worship Themes 
January 6 Rev. Dr. Leslie Simonson will be leading worship while Rev. 

Sterrett is away. This Sunday is Epiphany, exactly 12 days after 

Christmas, the day the world traditionally celebrates the arrival of the 

Magi. The Gospel lesson is from Matthew 2:1-15, the story of the Magi 

and the holy family’s flight to Egypt. Rev. Simonson will be focusing 

on Epiphany and the arrival of the Magi at the manger. 

January 13 This Sunday’s Gospel lesson, Luke 3:15-17,21-22, tells us the 

story of Jesus’ baptism by John the Baptist. In Luke’s Gospel, John tells 

us that the Coming One will challenge us, as well as love us. John’s 

vision is fulfilled, when the Spirit descends on Jesus, like a dove, and 

we are told, this is “my Son, the Beloved.” In worship we will look at 

what it means to be affirmed by love and our call to share God’s loving 

affirmation. This Sunday’s sermon will also introduce us to two special 

events happening in the week ahead that will focus on affirming one 

another in our faith by getting to know one another better.  

January 20 This Sunday falls on Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday 

weekend. In worship we will look at the plight of the homeless in our 

world through the legacy of Dr. King’s ministry and his vision of the 
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Prayer List 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please call the  

Pastor ~401- 787-8828  

or Church Office  ~ 

401- 624- 4611 

to add, remove or 

change someone’s status 

or if you would like to be 

added to the weekly/on-

going  

prayer list. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Beloved Community. Luke 4:14-21, the beginning of Jesus’ ministry, 

will guide our thoughts. 

January 27 During worship we will be welcoming new members into our 

fellowship. The Epistle reading for this Sunday, I Corinthians 12:12-

31a, aid us in understanding how membership in the church calls us to 

share our diverse talents in service to the world around us. This Sunday 

we will also kick off our annual Food Drive. We are asking those 

coming to worship to bring non-perishable food items to share with 

those in our community who are hungry. 

 

Amicable News at a Glance 

Christian Education & Standing Committees: 

• Wishing all a Happy New Year start for 2019! 

Trustees: 

Our Congregational Conversation Continues 
Over 30 members and friends of Amicable Church met after worship on 

November 11 and 18 to Prepare Our Way forward.  Please join us on 

January 6 and January 20 following worship to continue our conversation 

about the future direction of Amicable Church.  Soup will be provided, and 

attendees are encouraged to bring a potluck dish to pass. The meeting will 

convene at 11:30am and adjourn at 1:00pm. We will be discussing areas of 

threat and opportunity for our church community as we look to our future. 

The meeting is open to all members and friends. 

 

Stewardship Campaign for 2019: 

• Our sincere thanks to those who have pledged so quickly.  Would those 

who have yet to pledge, please bring in your pledge to worship or 

mail/email it to Roger Gauthier, Treasurer, care of the church. 

• Additional pledge forms are available if needed.  Call Charles Simonson 

at 401-624-7367.  

 
Deaths 

Betty King, Kathi Zeller’s mother, died Tuesday, December 11. A 

memorial service was held at Potter Funeral Home in Westport, MA, on 

Monday, December 17. Our thoughts and prayers are with Betty’s family, 

as they mourn her passing. May they be surrounded and supported by the 

love of God in these days; the very love that they shared with Betty, and she 

with them. 

Births 

We rejoice with Dora and Elliott Marshall in the birth of their first 

great-granddaughter. Maisey Louise was born on Thanksgiving Day, 

November 22. Maisey Louise and her mother are doing well. We pray that 

as she grows, she may come to know the love of God in her life. 

Inquirers’ Class 

All those, who would like to know more about Amicable Church and/or 
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A.C.T.S. 
Amicable Church Thrift Shop 

Thursdays & Saturdays 
10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

are interested in becoming a member, are invited to dinner on Tuesday, 

January 15, at 6:00 PM. This will be a chance to learn more about the 

history of the Christian church and Amicable Church, in particular. Many of 

the officers of the church will be present to share the various ministries of 

Amicable Church and how you can grow your gifts in Christian service.  

Also invited are those who have been a part of Amicable for a very long 

time, as this is a good chance to get to know some of the new faces at 

Amicable.  

If you are interested in attending, please let the church office or Rev. 

Sterrett know, so that we know how much food we need to prepare. If you 

would like to come, but can only do so, if child care is provided, please 

speak with Rev. Sterrett or Kristen Zeiser (kristen.zeiser@gmail.com). 

 

Karaoke and Potluck! 

Saturday, January 19, from 6:00 – 8:00 PM Amicable’s members and 

friends are invited to share food and fun in our freshly refurbished upper 

hall. We ask you to bring your favorite food dish to share and a willingness 

to join in the fun of games and singing. Jean Galipeau has all the makings 

for karaoke, members of the Standing Committee are ready to help organize 

the fun, and all we need is you. So come to this family friendly gathering 

and see how the Spirit moves among us. 

 

New Members 

We will be receiving new members into our fellowship on Sunday, 

January 27. If you are interested in joining Amicable Church, please contact 

Kristen Zeiser (kristen.zeiser@gmail.com) or Rev. Sterrett. 

 

Homeless Awareness Mission Project 

With the conclusion of our Thanksgiving Basket Project in November 

and the success of our Christmas Giving Tree just last month, Amicable 

turns its focus to growing our awareness of homelessness and helping to 

ease the pain of those homeless in our community. Our Homeless 

Awareness Mission Project officially began on Mitten Tree Sunday (last 

December 9th) and will continue with a variety of activities until Ash 

Wednesday (March 6). 

Here are some of the things that have happened, are happening, and will 

happen in the coming months. 

First Step Inn 

The First Step Inn is a program providing safe shelter and daily 

nutritional meals to at least 20 homeless persons in the City of Fall River 

daily. Case Management services provided at the Inn connect guests to 

housing, employment, entitlements, behavioral health, and an array of other 

services. These services, provided in a safe, comfortable environment, help 

homeless persons become housed in stable, permanent housing. Guests 
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become engaged in all supportive services needed and as a result, 

successfully transition into the community and experience housing stability 

and an improved quality of life. 

The mittens, gloves, scarves, and hats we brought to church on Mitten 

Tree Sunday, December 9th, went to First Step Inn, who will share these 

gifts of warmth with their guests. 

Book Group Forming 

In some of the November worship services we took a survey of those in 

attendance, looking to see what small group activities they would be 

interested in being part of. Several responders said they would be interested 

in a book group. The Worship Team, who initiated the survey, was going to 

get more details about what kind of books people would be interested in and 

start the group in February or March.  

However – a book (actually 12 copies) has been given to the church. It 

is called Dinner at Six: Voices from the Soup Kitchen and was written by 

Helen Hudson. This book is perfect for our Homeless Awareness Mission 

Project. So, the book is available in the church office. If you would like to 

join in a conversation around Dinner at Six, then pick up a copy, make a 

donation for the book (all donations will go to our Homeless Awareness 

Mission Project partner, “First Step Inn”), read the book in January, and 

join a discussion group in February. We will offer two group discussion 

times: a Tuesday evening and a Thursday morning, both sometime in 

February. So, stay tuned. 

Food Drive 

Our annual food drive will be from January 27 – Monday, February 11. 

We will kick off the drive in our Sunday morning worship service, to which 

all are invited to bring non-perishable food items to share with those in our 

community who are food insecure. Our community-wide food drive will 

end on Monday, February 11. All donated food items will be shared with 

the food pantries at East Bay Community Action Project (EBCAP) on 

Stafford Rd. and Old Stone/First Baptist Church. 

Homeless Awareness Overnight 

The youth group’s night in the cold to raise their awareness of the 

physical effects of homelessness has grown over the years into a weekend 

of awareness for the church and community. This year’s overnight begins at 

7:00 PM on Saturday, February 2. The youth will be raising funds for First 

Step Inn through sponsorships. We are working to have someone from First 

Step Inn Saturday evening speak with the youth around the burn barrel, as 

they try to keep warm. 

Homeless Health Kits 

During the month of January, we will be collecting a variety of items 

needed for a Homeless Health Kit. A Homeless Health Kit consists of items 

a person, who has no home, needs, but cannot afford or cannot be bought 

with the help of food stamps. Below you will find a list of the items we are 

hoping to collect and put into a cloth bag that is easy to carry around. These 

items can be found at low cost at Ocean State Job Lot, Dollar Stores, or 

Christmas Tree Shops.  
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Sunday, February 3rd, we want to put together 60 Health Kits, which 

means we need at least 60 of each item listed below: 

Hand warmers  Foot warmers  

Toothpaste  Toothbrush 

Toothbrush holder Feminine products 

Deodorant  Small pack baby wet wipes  

Hand sanitizer  Disposable razors  

$5 McDonald’s cards  Protein bars  

White socks  Hats  

Gloves  Note Pad 

Calendar Pen/Pencil 

Quart Ziploc bags  Gallon Ziploc bags 

This list of needed items will also be on our website, along with the 

updated number of items we already will have received, to help those who 

would like to give know what items are still needed. 

Worship SERVICE February 3 

On Sunday, February 3, as part of our Homeless Awareness Mission 

Project, we are planning a special worship service. In this service instead of 

a sermon all those present – children, youth, and adults – will be living out 

the sermon in the form of a service project. After our traditional worship 

opening everyone will leave the sanctuary and into the upper hall where we 

will together assemble health kits to be given to the homeless. The kits will 

consist of donated items (see the list of needed items above), all of which 

will be put into a drawstring bag. This is an opportunity for families to work 

on an outreach project together, as well as a chance for all generations to 

spend time together, getting to know one another better. As we assemble the 

health kits, there will be an explanation of why the items being put into the 

bag were chosen. This is an exercise that will indeed broaden and deepen 

our awareness of the problems those who are homeless face. 

 

 

 
 

Perpetual May Breakfast 

Sunday morning, February 10, we invite you to once again travel to 

Matthewson Street Methodist Church to share breakfast at their weekly 

neighborhood open house. For those interested in attending we will meet at 
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7:30 in Amicable’s south parking lot and carpool to Providence. Breakfast 

and a brief worship service in their fellowship hall begins at 8:00 am and 

we will leave for Amicable at 9:00 am, in order to be on time for our own 

worship service. For each dollar we donate toward our breakfast that 

morning we pay not only for our meal, but that of one of the other guests. 

For more information or just to let us know you will be going, contact 

Pat Campion at (401) 297-7323. 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Mission 

Thank you to all who contributed this year in an effort to sponsor three needy families this Christmas season. 

   

      HOLIDAY BAZAAR Results 

   

Thank you to all  

who helped  

to make this  

holiday tradition 

the  

wonderful event  

that it is!                                    

   

 

 
Dear Friends in Christ, 

Thank you for your gift to the United Church of Christ.  Per your request, $350 will be designated to the 2018 Hurricane 

Response.   

Your support of the United Church of Christ is extremely important to the work we do.  Through it, you partner with us to 

support programs and services coordinated through the national setting to help local, national and global communities 

change lives for the better. 

 

Faithfully, 

Nicole M. Collins 

Assoc. Director, Annual Giving and Special Events 

United Church of Christ  

SSSaaallleeesss   CCCaaattteeegggooorrryyy   AAAmmmooouuunnnttt   RRRaaaiiissseeeddd   

Cookie Sale $575.85 

Silent Auction $590.00 

Crafts $830.00 

Country Store $1193.50 

Luncheon $325.00 

Mixed Media $145.00 

Post Sales $416.00 

Christmas Goodies $59.40 

Grand Total 
(before expenses) 

$4134.75 
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AMICABLE IS ON AMAZON SMILE! 

 

When you shop online this holiday season please support our church by shopping at Amazon Smile. 

You shop. Amazon gives.  

 

• Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to Amicable.  

• AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know. Same products, same prices, same service.  

• Support our church home by starting your shopping at smile.amazon.com.  Select Amicable 

Congregational Church from the search bar. 

• Or you can go directly to us at https://smile.amazon.com/ch/05-0377166 
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Ways to Contribute:  Pledging vs. Using Envelopes vs. Loose Collections 

 

 
 
Amicable’s members and friends can contribute financially in many ways; and in general, as well as to specific purposes 

(e.g. Operations, Benevolence, Christian Ed, an Endowment Fund, in Memoriam, an Honorarium, an established project 

such as Haiti Project or Accessibility Project, etc.). 

 

Pledging: 

• Allows members/friends to indicate your planned contributions for the year in support of covering Operation and/or 

Benevolence expenses. 

• Indicates frequency & amount of pledge (e.g. $x weekly to Operations and/or $x monthly to Benevolence). 

• Provides income data to Treasurer, Trustees, & Deacons to better help them manage finances for the year. 

• Is not a formal commitment but an indication of intent, so there is no official balance owed if the planned total (e.g. 

$10 wkly = $520 for the year, or $200 mthly = $2400 for the year) is not achieved by year-end. 

• If a Pledger finds out during the year that they will not be able to meet their intended pledge, they may change their 

pledge (just inform the Treasurer – this helps with church financial management). 

• Pledgers use numbered envelopes or checks so that the Treasurer can keep track of their contributions in order to 

provide status vs. your pledge. 

• The Treasurer will provide the status of a Pledger’s contributions vs. their pledge periodically during the year.  The 

current plan is to provide this status quarterly, i.e. at the end of March, June and September.  (E.g. “Your 

contributions through March (25% of the year) represent about 24% of your year’s pledge.”)  The plan is to provide 

this status via email whenever possible.  If a Pledger doesn’t want this periodic status, wants it more frequently, or 

wants a special status or detailed accounting at some point during the year, just let the Treasurer know. 

 

 

 

Contributing & Using Numbered Envelopes: 

• Members/friends can certainly contribute without having to pledge. 

• The use of numbered envelopes or checks by Contributors, even if you do not pledge, allows the Treasurer to keep 

track of your contributions in order to provide you with year-end records & tax-deductible info. 

• If you would like to have a box of numbered envelopes, just ask the Treasurer or Church Office. 

 

Loose Collections: 

• This refers to cash that members/friends place in the Sunday offering plates without using numbered envelopes or 

checks. 

 

Year-End Contribution Forms: 

• The Treasurer will provide each known contributor (i.e. Pledgers and Contributors who use numbered envelopes or 

checks) with the specific status of the designations and total amounts of your contributions at year-end for tax 

deductibility purposes. 

• All Pledgers, as well as those Contributors with at least $250 in total contributions for the year, will be provided a 

form, although a form can certainly be requested by any known contributor. 

• The goal is to provide these contribution forms by January 21st.  IRS regulations state that a contributor should have 

all appropriate proof of contributions prior to declaring those on Federal Tax Forms. 

 

Questions: Contact the Treasurer 
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Accessibility Project: 2018       Status thru: 12/21/18 Post-Construction Activities 
With the primary construction project essentially complete as of 05/25/18, there are still things to finish.  

These include: construction minor clean-up tasks; small additional construction tasks that were deemed 

appropriate; Messenger Security System task completions; Well water treatment system activities and 

tasks; and internal ‘new house décor and put-in-order’ tasks. 
 

Weekly Activities & Status 
05/28 – 06/29: New task in Lower Hallway East, replacing old ceiling, painting ceiling & walls, completed, ceiling fixtures installed. Conference Room west 

wall re-painted & room was cleaned up & back for normal use again.     Front double-door exterior painted. North porch setup with benches, 
planters, non-USPS-mail box. Kitchenette setup & used for first after-church Coffee Hour.     Messenger SS wired front double-door for FOB 

access, started camera installation & monitoring software on church computer. FOB info session held with church officers to identify/prepare for 
new building access plans; initial set of FOBs handed out. Messenger SS set up FOB access to Courtyard Door, Minister’s Office, & Church 

Office.    Moving into & set-up of Church Office & Minister’s Office done & both in use and functional.     Storage POD emptied & removed.      

Well, water tanks, interior piping chlorinated to sanitize all, chlorine flushed from system, water samples for bacteria test taken & were absent of 
bacteria. RIDOH required documents for public water application were provided & approved. Waiting for Final Approval based on the 5/23 

Treatment System Conformance Inspection. RIDOH Final Approval for the water treatment system received 6/14. NWSI initiated & verified 

treatment system operation on 6/21, SOOO finally back to having treated water available for bathroom and cooking/drinking usage. Toilets were 
cleaned, to remove the built-up temp-staining from the sitting untreated water, put into use, & Porta-Potties removed from site. 

07/02 – 07/27: “Organize/setup closet & storage spaces” meeting held, work groups identified, items to throw out and/or keep back in Upper Hall for review and 

final move/disposal.     Water treatment system plumbing design flaw corrected allowing use again of outside water spigots.     Investigation into 

lack of water to Child Care Room sink started & correction being planned.     A few tiles lifted in Lower Level hallway outside the West Child 

Care Room door: quick fix & initial replacement made.     Both June & July water test results were absent of any bacteria.     95% of Messenger 

SS capabilities have been completed – just awaiting some touch-up and tutorials on overall capabilities, usage, and software utilization.     Chapel 
Loft area reconfiguration 90%. 

07/30 – 08/31: Lobby bulletin board size, location, design defined, colors finalized & order placed. August water test was again absent of any bacteria. The Hot 

Air Ductwork was cleaned & vacuumed & sanitized.  Initial FOB registration updates completed. UH Walkway benches placed & entry lobby 
table placed. New kitchen refrigerator delivered. N Parking Lot re-striped. UH pretty well cleaned out & items moved to storage locations.  Some 

additional kitchen furniture added & organization work accomplished. 

09/03 – 09/28: UH Walkway Bulletin Board installed. More Security System & FOB training & set-up completed.  Pictures hung with special hanging systems. 
FOB handouts continued & methods to auto-unlock/lock established & setup per month’s calendar. Hook-up for Childcare Room water 

completed. Thermostats set for on-line access & on/off scheduling initiated; furnaces & heating verified. 

10/01 – 11/30: Coat Peg Boards installed in Lower Level Lobby and UH.  Bulletin Board installed in Church Office.  New mobile chair racks for UH Storage 
Closet received and assembled – allow betters organization & much easier access to chairs & tables; & the old chair rack was sold. 

12/01 – 12/31: Upper Hall was closed during the painting project which started Monday 12/03 and completed on 

Wednesday 12/19.  It will be put back into shape this Saturday (22nd) so come join us all for Coffee 

Hour & Fellowship on Sunday after service and enjoy the new look!! 
 

Next Steps 
Rekey all church doors and setup/finalize method for internal/on-site-only access to keys as needed.  

 

Campaign Pledges/Received & Donation Receipts 

Pledges Made/Plausible: $471K/$465K          Receipts: $437,869+213=$438,082 

Donation & Memorial Contributions Receipts:  $70,206+2000=$72,206 
 

Construction Expenses thru 12/21/18 

Construction & Support Expenses Paid: $659,884 

Post-Construction Décor and Specialty Items Paid: $23,443 
Completed: Kitchenette refrigerator & commercial dishwasher; north entry mats, benches, planters; special bathroom mirrors; lawn watering 

equipment; lobby phones; office window blinds; Minister’s office furniture. UH Walkway benches. Lobby table.  Kitchen refrigerator. Hot Aid 

Ductwork vacuumed/cleaned. Picture framing & hanging. UH Walkway Bulletin Board. Church Office Bulletin Board. Coat Peg Racks. UH Storage 
Closet chair racks. Upper Hall painting project completed. 

Estimated Expenses Remaining: $10,020 
 

Accessibility Funds 

Funds on-hand: $2,608 

Funds held in General Endowment Fund: $103,328 

Accessibility Pledges Outstanding & Expected(?): $31,800 
 

Construction Loan info thru 12/21/18 

Monthly Loan Payments began 08/15/18; minimum payment: $2,105 

# of Payments made: 5 

Loan Balance: $373,365 

Loan Principal Paid: $2,896 

Loan Interest Paid: $8,418 
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January 2019 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
May the New Year 
bring the Blessings 

of Peace 
to all the world. 

 
 

 
 

1 
 
 

2 
9 – 11 am 
Quilters/Knitters -  
UH 

 

3 
10am – 2 pm 
Amicable Church  
Thrift Shop 
 

6:30-9:00pm 
GTCC (UH) 

4 
 
 

 
 

 

 

5 
10am – 2 pm 
Amicable Church  
Thrift Shop 

 
 

6 
Epiphany 

 

10 am Worship 
 

Congregational 
Conversation 

7 

  
 

7:30 – 8:30 pm 
Al-Anon – CR 

8 
8:30 am     Faith 
Conversations - 
CR 
 
 

  

9  
9 – 11 am 
Quilters/Knitters 
UH 

 

6:30pm Choir (S) 
7:30 pm – Standing 
Committee (CR) 

10 
10am – 2 pm 
Amicable Church  
Thrift Shop 
 

6:30-9:00pm 
GTCC (UH) 

11 
2:00pm 
Trustees (CR) 

 

 

 

12 
10am – 2 pm 
Amicable Church  
Thrift Shop 

13 
The Baptism of 

Christ 
1st Sunday after 

Epiphany 
 

10 am Worship 
 
 

14 

  
MLK Day 
 

7:30 – 8:30 pm 
Al-Anon – CR 

15 
8:30 am     Faith 
Conversations - 
CR 
 

6:00pm New 
Members 
w/Dinner (UH) 

16 

  
9 – 11 am 
Quilters/Knitters 
UH 
 

6:30pm Choir (S) 

17 
10am – 2 pm 
Amicable Church  
Thrift Shop 
 

6:30-9:00pm 
GTCC (UH) 

18 

 
 
 
 

19 
10am – 2 pm 
Amicable Church  
Thrift Shop 
 

7:00-9:00pm 
Karaoke (UH) 

20 
2nd Sunday after 

Epiphany 
 

10 am Worship 
 

Congregational 
Conversation 

21 
 

7:30 – 8:30 pm 
Al-Anon – CR 

22 
8:30 am     Faith 
Conversations - 
CR 
 

 

23 
9 – 11 am 
Quilters/Knitters - 
UH 
 

6:30 pm Choir –(S) 
 

24 
10am – 2 pm 
Amicable Church  
Thrift Shop 
 
 

6:30-9:00pm 
GTCC (UH) 

25 
 

 

Publish 
February 
Friendly 

Messenger 

26 
10am – 2 pm 
Amicable Church  
Thrift Shop 
 

27 
3rd Sunday after 

Epiphany 
 

10 am Worship 
 
 

Following 
Worship:  

 Annual Meeting 
 
 

28 
 

7:30 – 8:30 pm 
Al-Anon – CR 

29 
8:30 am     Faith 
Conversations - 
CR 
 

 

30 
9 – 11 am 
Quilters/Knitters - 
UH 
 

6:30 pm Choir –( )S 

 

31 
10am – 2 pm 
Amicable Church  
Thrift Shop  
 
6:30-9:00pm 
GTCC (UH) 

 

Friendly Reminder 

 

Next Friendly Messenger 

 

Deadline for February 
submissions: 

January 22 

Thank You! 
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Amicable Congregational Church 

United Church of Christ 

3736 Main Road 

Tiverton, RI  02878 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS 
01/04 Keith Lewis 

01/05 Cyrus Medeiros 

01/08 Ken Becker 

01/09 Gavin Winn 

01/13 Gina Francis 

01/15 Julienne Dufour 

01/20 Judy Dufour 

01/22 Martha MacNaught 

01/24 Meaghan Priest 

01/25 Ellen Tavares 

01/28 Thelma Durfee 

 

 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 
01/02 Martha & Louis Nielsen 

 

 

 


